THE PASTORS SEMINARY

N

ACADEMIC CATALOG
20262027



Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not
need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.

2 Timothy 2:15



A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

One of the greatest needs of our time, in the life of the local church, is a biblical worldview for
pastoral ministry.

For almost half a century I have had the great and undeserved privilege of serving as a vocational
pastor in the Lord’s church. During this time, I have not only been blessed to experience a lot of
pastoral ministry; I have had opportunity to witness a lot of pastoral ministry. Throughout these many
years a great need has consistently burdened my heart. That need is for a convictional and
thoroughly biblical view of the work of the pastor.

At the same time, I have also experienced and witnessed many different approaches for the formal
training of current and future pastors. Many of these approaches have proven to be good and useful
in the context of their aims. However, what many seem to have in common is an emphasis on
academic matters with very little input from men who have spent their entire lives with the church
as their vocational devotion. While we are sincerely grateful for what is provided, I am convinced
that the best training for pastors requires the znvestment of pastors. Having pastors for professors
protects the best scholarship by focusing the seminary experience on equipping pastors with what is
beneficial for His people.

Ideally, that kind of investment happens in the context of a healthy local church. It is this belief,
coupled with what we believe is a timely provision of needed resources from our God, that has
given birth to The Pastors Seminary. Our God has brought together a unique group of pastors who
are academically qualified to give necessary and excellent preparation for the pastor’s mind, while at
the same time possessing the pastoral worldview, gifting, and experience, necessary to assess and
assist with preparation for the pastor’s life and practical ministry.

God’s providence has brought us to this exciting ministry opportunity and endeavor. It is an
awareness of that stewardship that fuels the men who serve The Pastors Seminary to prayerfully and
dependently strive to give you our very best. By God’s grace we desire to give our Master, and you,

our very best to provide you the necessary and robust preparation that pastoral ministry requires.

May our God glorify Himself and bless all of us together as we seek His face for the future of His
precious church and the men who serve His people.

For Christ’s Glory,

A "?Ym»ufzu,
‘ T Richard CaldWCH
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THE PASTORS SEMINARY DISTINCTIVES

PURPOSE & ACADEMIC DISTINCTIVES

The Pastors Seminary exists to train and equip men whom the Lord has called to pastoral
ministry. The seminary recognizes that only God can make a pastor. God is the only One who calls
men to herald His word to His church. God requires pastors to model ministry, train others, and
entrust them with the Word of God so that they may take it to a God-hating world and shepherd
the flock of God. Such a calling requires godly character, divine gifting, and the ability to lead,
preach, and shepherd in Christ’s church. As a ministry of the church, The Pastors Seminary oversees
the academic training of men who are being equipped within the local church for the work of
ministry.

The church is the only institution authorized by God to recognize a man whom God has
called into the ministry (1 Tim 4:14; 5:22; 2 Tim 1:6). The church has been entrusted with the task of
training the next generation of church leaders (2 Tim 4:2). The apostles modeled obedience to the
Great Commission by planting churches and appointing elders wherever the preaching of the gospel
produced converts (e.g., Acts 14:23). The biblical ideal for seminary training is consistent—pastors
train pastors.

In light of these convictions, The Pastors Seminary is a ministry of Founders Baptist
Church. The board of the seminary functions in a subordinate role under the oversight of the elders
of Founders Baptist Church. It does not exist to supplant the necessary equipping and preparation
for ministry that can only happen in the church, but it does exist to serve Founders Baptist Church
in its academic mission of training men for pastoral ministry.

The Pastors Seminary offers the Master of Divinity (M.Div.) program for the purpose of
training pastors. In the case of students who do not have a college degree, undertaking this program
earns a certificate of completion. The M.Div. teaches and trains pastors from a perspective that
holds the inspired Scriptures to be sufficient for personal life, godliness, church life, and ministry.

What is unique about The Pastors Seminary is the fact that the academic and practical
training takes place on the campus of Founders Baptist Church. More than a mere practicality, this
reflects the conviction that the local church is the best location for both pastoral academics and
practical ministry training. The full-time faculty are pastors and elders at Founders Baptist Church.
The academic experience is forged in the fires of real church ministry, with professors who will give
an account for your soul (Heb 13:17). It would be easy to imagine that the busyness of ministry
would inhibit the ability to gain the highest academic training. But the faculty of The Pastors
Seminary have found that the burden of their pastoral ministry has refined and focused their
academic efforts in ways that benefit future pastors. Far from weakening the academic training,
ministry has improved these in two directions. First, by training men in the context of the church,
academic tools are esteemed more highly in ministry. The responsibility that comes with giving an
account of one’s own ministry and the sense of privilege that comes from acquiring these tools are
increased in the context of shepherding souls. Second, theological scholarship has occasionally
gained a negative reputation among Christians due to an insistence on original research that can lead
to theological innovation. In this way, academic novelty can quickly become a virtue, regardless of
whether it actually helps Christians grow in sound doctrine. Learning academic skills for ministry in
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the context of the church aids the prospective pastor by removing the distractions of academic
novelty and philosophical speculation.

The apostle Paul equates everything that is beneficial to the saints (Acts 20:20) with the
whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27). The best academic pursuits are those that grow the pastor in his
knowledge of the Word and of the Lord, and, in turn, equip him to serve Christians by declaring the
whole counsel of God. The faculty at The Pastors Seminary combine areas of academic strengths

and expertise with the pastoral skills and insights that serve the Christians at Founders Baptist
Church.
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THE PASTORS SEMINARY DOCTRINAL STATEMENT

DOCTRINAL STATEMENT

The doctrinal statement represents the official position of The Pastors Seminary, which
reflects the doctrinal convictions of Founders Baptist Church. This is a slightly expanded version of
the church statement.'

GoD

We teach that there is but one living and true God, an infinite, all-knowing Spirit,” perfect in all His
attributes, one in essence, eternally existing in three Persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,’—each
equally deserving worship and obedience.

GOD THE FATHER

We teach that God the Father, the first person of the Trinity, orders and disposes all things
according to His own purpose and grace.* He is the Creator of all things.” As the only absolute and
omnipotent ruler in the universe, He is sovereign in creation, providence, and redemption.® His
fatherhood involves both His designation within the Trinity and His relationship with mankind. As
Creator, He is Father to all men,” but He is Spiritual Father only to believers.” He has decreed for
His own glory all things that come to pass.” He continually upholds, directs, and governs all
creatures and events." In His sovereignty, He is neither author nor approver of sin,'' nor does He
abridge the accountability of moral, intelligent creatures.'” He has graciously chosen from eternity
past those whom He would have as His own;"” He saves from sin all those who come to Him; and
He becomes, upon adoption, Father to His own."

GOD THE SON

We teach that Jesus Christ, the second person of the Trinity, possesses all the divine excellences, and
in these He is coequal, consubstantial, and coeternal with the Father.”” We teach that God the Father
created “the heavens and the earth and all that is in them” according to His own will, through His
Son, Jesus Christ, by whom all things continue in existence and in operation.'® We teach that in the
incarnation (God becoming man) Christ surrendered only the prerogatives of deity but nothing of

!'The Statement of Faith is found in the Constitution and By-laws of Founders Baptist Church and is modeled after the
Statement of Faith of The Masters Seminary, used with permission.

2 Deut 6:4; Isa 45:5-7; John 4:24; 1 Cor 8:4

3 Matt 28:19; 2 Cor 13:14

4 Ps 145:8-9; 1 Cor 8:6

5> Gen 1:1-31; Eph 3:9

¢ Ps 103:19; Rom 11:36

7 Eph 4:6

8 Rom 8:14; 2 Cor 6:18

° Eph 1:11-12

101 Chr 29:11

7Jas 1:13

121 Pet 1:17

13 Eph 1:4-6

14 John 1:12; Rom 8:15; Gal 4:5; Heb 12:5-9

15 John 10:30; 14:9

16 John 1:3; Col 1:15-17; Heb 1:2-3
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the divine essence, either in degree or kind. In His incarnation, the eternally existing second person
of the Trinity accepted all the essential characteristics of humanity and so became the God-man."”’
Jesus Christ represents humanity and deity in indivisible oneness."® Our Lotd Jesus Christ was virgin
born,"” that He was God incarnate,” and that the purpose of the incarnation was to reveal God,
redeem men, and rule over God’s kingdom.*' In the incarnation, the second person of the Trinity
laid aside His right to the full prerogatives of coexistence with God, and took on an existence
appropriate to a servant while never divesting Himself of His divine attributes.” We teach that our
Lord Jesus Christ accomplished our redemption through the shedding of His blood and sacrificial
death on the cross, and that His death was voluntary, vicarious, substitutionary, propitiatory, and
redemptive.” On the basis of the efficacy of the death of our Lotd Jesus Christ, the believing sinner
is freed from the punishment, the penalty, the power, and one day the very presence of sin; and that
he is declared righteous, given eternal life, and adopted into the family of God.** We teach that our
justification is made sure by Christ’s literal, physical resurrection from the dead, and that He is now
ascended to the right hand of the Father, where He now mediates as our Advocate and High
Priest.”” In the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the grave, God confirmed the deity of His Son and
gave proof that God has accepted the atoning work of Christ on the cross. Jesus’ bodily resurrection
is also the guarantee of a future resurrection life for all believers.” Jesus Christ will return to receive
the church, which is His body, unto Himself at the Rapture and, returning with His church in glory,
will establish His millennial kingdom on earth.”” We teach that the Lord Jesus Christ is the one
through whom God will judge all mankind:**

1. Believers,”
2. Living inhabitants of the earth at His glotious return,” and
3. Unbelieving dead at the Great White Throne.”

As the mediator between God and man, the head of His body the church,” and the coming
universal King who will reign on the throne of David,” He is the final judge of all who fail to place
their trust in Him as Lord and Savior.* He is the only begotten Son of God, is the divinely
appointed mediator between God and man,” having taken upon Himself human nature, yet without

17 Phil 2:5-8; Col 2:9

18 Mic 5:2; John 5:23; 14:9-11; Col 2:9

19 Isa 7:14; Matt 1:23-25; Luke 1:26-35

20 John 1:1,14

21 Ps 2:7-9; Isa 9:6; John 1:29; Phil 2:9-11; Heb 7:25-26; 1 Pet 1:18-20

22 Phil 2:5-8

2 John 10:15; Rom 3:24-25; 5:8; 1 Pet 2:24, 3:25; Rom 5:8-9; 2 Cor 5:14-15; 1 Pet 2:24, 3:18

24 Rom 4:25, 6:5-10, 8:34; Heb 7:25

25 Matt 28:0; Luke 24:38-39; Acts 2:30-32; John 5:26-29, 14:19; Rom 4:25, 6:5-10; 1 Cor 15:20-23; Heb 9:24; 1 John
2:1, Acts 1:9-11

26 1 Thess 4:13-14

271 Thess 4:15-17, Rev 20:4-6

28 John 5:22-23; 1 Cor 3:10-15; 2 Cor 5:10

29 Matt 25:31-40

30 Matt 25:31-46

31 Rev 20:11-15

32 Eph 1:22, 5:23; Col 1:18; 1 Tim 2:5

33 Isa 9:6—7; Ezek 37:24-28; Luke 1:31-33

34 Matt 25:14—406; Acts 17:30-31

3 John 1:1-14, 3:16; Heb 4:14, 12:24
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sin.” He petfectly fulfilled the Law, and suffered and died upon the cross for the salvation of

sinners.”” He was buried, and rose again on the third day, and ascended to His Father, at whose hand
He ever lives to make intercession for His people.” He is the only Mediator; the Prophet, Priest, and
King of the Church; and Sovereign of the Universe.

GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT

We teach that the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity, is divine, eternal, non-derived,
possessing all the attributes of personality and deity, including intellect, emotions, will, eternality,
omnipresence, omniscience, omnipotence, and truthfulness.” In all the divine attributes He is
coequal and consubstantial with the Father and the Son.* It is the work of the Holy Spirit to execute
the divine will with relation to all mankind. We recognize His sovereign activity in the creation, the
incarnation, the written revelation, and the work of salvation.* A unique work of the Holy Spirit in
this age began at Pentecost when He came from the Father as promised by Christ* to initiate and
complete the building of the body of Christ. His activity includes convicting the world of sin, of
righteousness, and of judgment, glorifying the Lord Jesus Christ, and transforming believers into the
image of Christ.”” The Holy Spirit is the supernatural and sovereign agent in regeneration, baptizing
all believers into the body of Christ. The Holy Spirit also indwells, sanctifies, instructs, empowers
them for service, and seals them unto the day of redemption.* The Holy Spirit is the divine teacher
who guided the apostles and prophets into all truth as they committed to writing God’s revelation,
the Bible. Every believer possesses the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit from the moment of
salvation, and it is the duty of all those born of the Spirit to be filled with (controlled by) the Spirit.*”
We teach that the Holy Spirit administers spiritual gifts to the church. The Holy Spirit glorifies
neither Himself nor His gifts by ostentatious displays, but He does glorify Christ by implementing
His work of redeeming the lost and building up believers in the most holy faith.** We teach, in this
respect, that God the Holy Spirit is sovereign in the bestowing of all His gifts for the perfecting of
the saints today, and that speaking in tongues and the working of sign miracles in the beginning days
of the church were for the purpose of pointing to and authenticating the apostles as revealers of
divine truth, and were never intended to be characteristic of the lives of believers.*’

THE SCRIPTURES

We teach that the Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired, and is a perfect treasure of
heavenly instruction;* that it has God for its author, salvation for its end,” and truth without any

36 Phil 2:6-7; Heb 2:9, 14

37 Phil 2:8; Gal 4:4-5; Rom 3:21

38 Tsa 53:4—5, Matt 20:28; Rom 3:21-26, 4:25; Heb 1:8, 8:1; Col 3:1—4

3 Ps 139:7-10; Isa 40:13—14; John 16:13; 1 Cor 2:10-13, 12:11; Rom 15:13; Eph 4:30; Heb 9:14
40 Jer 31:31-34; Matt 28:19; Acts 5:3—4; 1 Cor 12:4-6; 2 Cor 13:14; Heb 10:15-17

4 Gen 1:2; Matt 1:18; John 3:5-7; 2 Pet 1:20-21

4 John 14:16-17; 15:26

4 John 16:7-9; Rom 8:29; 2 Cor 3:18; Eph 2:20-22

4 Rom 8:9-11; 1 Cor 12:13; 2 Cor 3:6; Eph 1:13

4 2 Pet 1:19-21; Rom 8:9—11; Eph 5:18; 1 John 2:20, 27

46 John 16:13—14; Acts 2:18; 1 Cor 12:4-11; 2 Cor 3:18

471 Cor 12:4-11, 13:8-10; 2 Cor 12:12; Eph 4:7-12; Heb 2:1-4

482 Sam 23:2; Ps 119:111; Luke 16:29-31; Acts 1:106, 3:21; John 10:35; Rom 3:1-2; 2 Tim 3:16-17; 2 Pet 1:21
49 Mark 16:15-16; John 5:38-39; Acts 11:14; Rom 1:16; 2 Tim 3:15; 1 Pet 1:10-12
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mixture of etror for its matter;” that it reveals the principles by which God will judge us;' and

therefore is, and shall remain to the end of the world, the true center of Christian union,’* and the
supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds, and opinions should be tried.”

MAN

The Image of God—We teach God created man in His own image and likeness. The image of God
involves portraying and reflecting God in His creation. Explicitly, the image of God consists, at
least, in the following: (1) dominion over the creation, displaying the role and character of God
towards (2) distinct male and female gender, displaying interpersonal relationship, and (3) language
ability, displaying the interpersonal communication enjoyed among the three divine persons.”

The Headship of Adam—We teach that Adam represented the entire human race. Adam’s federal
headship correlates to Christ’s headship by way of contrast. All who are born of man’s seed are
identified with Adam and experience the effects of his original sin. All who are united to Christ by
faith benefit from Christ’s person and work on their behalf.”

Original Sin—We teach that in Adam, the entire human race was subjected to the curse of sin.
Through Adam’s sin, spiritual death spread to all men, and as a result, everyone acts out of their
sinful nature. In Adam, all men are spiritually dead, universally guilty, and spiritually unable to please
God or earn His favor.”

Total Depravity—We teach that man’s fall into sin has left him totally depraved. Man is wicked and
corrupt entirely, but not necessarily in the most severe degree. Man is wicked in all of his faculties,
but not as wicked as he could be. This means that apart from Christ, man can do nothing, nor bear
any good spiritual fruit. He is capable only of disobedience, storing up wrath for himself, and
sinning against God with his mind, soul, and strength. Human nature is bent toward evil, a state of
being that cannot be remedied by man. The only hope for sinners is the saving grace of God
through Jesus Christ.”’

SALVATION

The Fall of Man—We teach that God originally created man in His own image and free from sin,
but through the temptation of Satan, he transgressed the command of God and fell from his original
holiness and righteousness. His posterity thereby inherited a corrupt nature wholly opposed to God
and His law. Man is therefore under condemnation, and as soon as he is capable of moral action,
becomes an actual transgressor.”

50 Prov 30:5-0; John 17:17; Rom 3:3—4; Rev 22:18

51 Luke 10:10-16, 12:47-48; John 12:47-48; Rom 2:12

521 Cor 1:10; Eph 4:3—6; Phil 2:1-2, 3:16; 1 Pet 4:11

53 Ps 119:59-60; Isa 8:20; Acts 17:11; 2 Cor 13:5; Eph 6:17; Phil 1:9-11; 1 Thess 5:21; 1 John 4:6; Jude 3
54 Gen 1:26-28

5 Rom 5:12-19; 1 Cor 15:42—49

56 Rom 3:20; 5:12—19; 8:5-8; Gal 2:16

57 Eccl 7:29; Matt 12:33-35; 15:19; John 15:4-5; Rom 2:1-5

% Gen 2:16-17, 3:1-19; John 3:36; Rom 3:23, 6:23; Eph 2:1-3; 1 Tim 2:13-14; 1 John 1:8
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Election—We teach that election is God’s eternal choice of some persons unto everlasting life, not
because of foreseen merit in them, but of His mere grace and mercy in Christ in consequence of
which choice they ate called, justified, and glorified.”

Creation—We teach that, in the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth, and that He
created all things in six twenty-four hour days as described in the first and second chapters of
Genesis. In the Bible, there is no basis for an evolutionary process being the cause of the origin or
the significant alteration of life or life forms.*”

Providence—We teach that God, from eternity, decrees or permits all things that come to pass, and

: y P 8 p
perpetually upholds, directs, and governs all creatures and all events; yet so as not to destroy the free
will and responsibility of intelligent creatures.”'

Regeneration—We teach that regeneration is a supernatural work of the Holy Spirit, who convicts
the dead in trespasses and sins, enlightening their minds spiritually and savingly to understand the
Word of God, and renewing their whole nature, so that they love and practice holiness.”” Genuine
regeneration is manifested by fruits worthy of repentance as demonstrated in righteous attitudes and
conduct. Good works will be its proper evidence and fruit.”” This obedience causes the believer to
be increasingly conformed to the image of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is a work of God’s free and
special grace alone.”

Repentance—We teach that repentance is an evangelical grace, wherein a person being, by the Holy
Spirit,”” made sensible of the manifold evil of his sin, humbles himself for it with godly sorrow,
detestation of it, and self-abhorrence, with a purpose and endeavor to walk before God so as to
please Him in all things.*

Faith—We teach that saving faith is the belief, on God’s authority, of whatsoever is revealed in His
Word concerning Christ, accepting and resting upon Him alone for justification and eternal life. It is

wrought in the heart by the Holy Spirit, and is accompanied by all other saving graces, and leads to a
life of holiness.’’

Justification—We teach that justification before God is an act of God by which He declares
righteous those who, through faith in Christ, repent of their sins, and confess Him as sovereign

5 John 6:37-40, 44, 65, 10:14, 26-27, 15:16; Rom 8:28-30, 9:11; Eph 1:4-11; 1 Thess 1:4; 2 Thess 2:13; 2 Tim 2:10; 1
Pet 1:1-2; Titus 1:1

60 Gen 1-2; Exod 20:11, 31:17; Ps 33:9

61 Josh 7:14; Job 37:9—13; Ps 36:6, 37:28, 91:4, 140:7, 145:9; Matt 6:26, 33-34, 10:29; Acts 1:26

62 John 3:3-8, 5:24; Titus 3:5

631 Cor 6:19-20; Eph 5:17-21, Phil 2:12; Col 3:12-17; 2 Pet 1:4-11

%4 Rom 8:16-17; 2 Cor 3:18; 2 Pet 1:4; 1 John 3:2-3

65 Mark 1:15, 18; John 16:8; Acts 11

6 Ps 51; Luke 15:18-21, 18:13; Acts 2:38-40; 2 Cor 7:10-11; Jas 4:7-10

67 Isa 53:11; Mark 16:16; Acts 16:31, Rom 3:24-26, 5:1-2, 10:9; John 1:12
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Lord.”® This righteousness is apatt from any virtue or work of man and involves the placing of our
sins on Christ and the imputation of Christ’s righteousness to us.”

Sanctification—We teach that every believer is sanctified (set apart) unto God by justification and is
therefore declared to be holy and identified as a saint. This sanctification is positional and
instantaneous and should not be confused with progressive sanctification. This sanctification has to
do with the believer’s standing, not his present walk or condition.” There is also, by the wotk of the
Holy Spirit, a progressive sanctification by which the state of the believer is brought closer to the
likeness of Christ through obedience to the Word of God and the empowering of the Holy Spirit.
The believer is able to live a life of increasing holiness in conformity to the will of God, becoming
more and more like our Lord Jesus Christ.”" In this respect, every saved person is involved in a daily
conflict — the new creation in Christ doing battle against the flesh — but adequate provision is
made for victory through the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. The struggle nevertheless stays
with the believer all through this earthly life and is never completely ended. All claims to the
eradication of sin in this life are unscriptural. Eradication of sin is not possible, but the Holy Spirit
does provide for victory over sin.”

Security of the Believer—We teach that those whom God has accepted in the Beloved, and
sanctified by His Spirit, will never totally nor finally fall away from the state of grace, but shall
certainly persevere to the end; and though they may fall into sin through neglect and temptation,
whereby they grieve the Spirit, impair their graces and comforts, bring reproach on the church, and
temporal judgments on themselves, yet they shall be renewed again unto repentance, and be kept by
the power of God through faith unto salvation.”

THE FAMILY

We teach that God has ordained the family as the foundational institution of human society. It is
composed of persons related to one another by marriage, blood, or adoption. Marriage is the uniting
of one man and one woman in covenant commitment for a lifetime. It is God’s unique gift to reveal
the union between Christ and His church, and to provide for the man and the woman in marriage
the framework for intimate companionship, the channel for sexual expression according to biblical
standards, and the means for procreation of the human race.

The husband and wife are of equal worth before God, since both are created in God’s image. The
marriage relationship models the way God relates to His people. A husband is to love his wife as
Christ loved the church. He has the God-given responsibility to provide for, to protect, and to lead
his family. A wife is to submit herself graciously to the servant leadership of her husband even as the
church willingly submits to the headship of Christ. She has the God-given responsibility to respect

68 Tsa 55:6—7; Acts 3:19; Rom 5:1-21, 8:30, 33, 10:9; 2 Cor 7:10

6 Rom 3:20, 26, 4:6; 1 Cor 1:30, 6:11; 2 Cor 5:21; Col 2:14, 1 Pet 2:24

70 Acts 20:32; 1 Cor 1:2, 30; 1 Cor 6:11; 2 Thess 2:13; Heb 2:11, 3:1, 12, 10:10, 14; 1 Pet 1:2

"1 John 17:17, 19; Rom 6:1-22; 2 Cor 3:18; 1 Thess 4:3—4, 5:23

72 Gal 5:16-25; Eph 4:22-24; Phil 3:12; Col 3:9-10; 1 Pet 1:14-16; 1 John 3:5-9

73 John 5:24, 6:37-40, 10:27-30; Rom 5:9-10, 6:15-22; Rom 8:1, 31-39, 13:13-14; 1 Cor 1:4-9; Gal 5:13, 16-17, 25-20;
Eph 4:30; Titus 2:11-14; Heb 7:25, 13:5; 1 Pet 1:4-5; Jude 24
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her husband and to serve as his helper in managing the household and nurturing the next
generation.

Children, from the moment of conception, are a blessing and heritage from the Lord. Parents are to
demonstrate to their children God’s pattern for marriage. Parents are to teach their children spiritual
and moral values and to lead them through consistent lifestyle, example, and loving discipline, to
make choices based on biblical truth. Children atre to honor and obey their parents.”™

THE CHURCH

We teach that all who place their faith in Jesus Christ are immediately placed by the Holy Spirit into
one united spiritual body, the church, the Bride of Christ, of which Christ is the head. The Lord
Jesus is the head of the church, which is composed of all His true disciples, and in Him is invested
supremely all power for its government. According to His commandment, Christians are to associate
themselves into particular assemblies or churches. To each of these churches, He has given needful
authority for administering that order, discipline, and worship which He has appointed.” There are
two biblically designated offices serving under Christ in the church: elders (males, who are also
called bishops, overseers, and pastor-teachers) and deacons (males), both of whom must meet
biblical qualifications.”® Members are to support the local assembly with their attendance, prayers,
service, and offerings.”” We teach that it is our responsibility as Christians to contribute joyfully to
the needs of the church in a way that is planned, regular, generous, proportional to our means, but
not under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

We teach that Baptism is an ordinance of the Lord Jesus, obligatory upon every believer, wherein he
is immersed in water in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, as a sign of
his fellowship with the death and resurrection of Christ, of the remission of sins, and of his giving
himself up to God, to live and walk in newness of life. It is prerequisite to church membership, and
to participation in the Lord’s Supper.”

We teach that the Lord’s Supper is an ordinance of Jesus Christ, to be administered with the
elements of bread and wine (unfermented), and to be observed by His churches till the end of the
world. It is in no sense a sacrifice but is designed to commemorate His death; to confirm the faith
and other graces of Christians; and to be a bond, pledge, and renewal of their communion with Him
and of their church fellowship.*

74 Gen 2:21-25, 3:16; 1 Cor 11:3; Eph 5:22-33; 1 Pet 3:1-7; Col 3:19-20

751 Cor 12:12-13; 2 Cor 11:2; Eph 1:22, 4:15, 5:23-32; Col 1:18; Rev 19:7-8

76 Acts 20:28; Eph 4:11; 1 Tim 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Pet 5:1-5

771 Sam 12:24; 2 Cor 8:1-7; Heb 10:24-25

78 2 Cor 9:6-15

79 Matt 3:5-6; 28:19; Mark 16:16; John 3:22-23, 4:1-2; Acts 2:36-42, 10:47—-48; Rom 6:4; Gal 3:27-28, 1 Pet 3:20-21
80 Matt 26:26—-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20; 1 Cor 11:17-34
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We teach that the Lord’s Day (the first day of the week, Sunday) has been and is set aside by the
church for the worship of the Lord our God.” And let us not forsake our own assembling together,
as is the habit of some.*

We teach that civil government is of divine appointment for the interests and good order of human
society, and that government officials are to be prayed for, conscientiously honored, and obeyed,
unless opposed to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the only Lord of the conscience, and the
Prince of the kings on earth.”

Jesus Christ wants to manifest His own character through the church.* To accomplish that through
individual believers, the Holy Spirit gives every believer, at the time of conversion, a unique spiritual
giftedness with which to minister to the rest of the body.” The Holy Spirit gives the gifts by divine
will and choice. God’s Word indicates two kinds of gifts.

Edifying gifts (permanent). These gifts edify or build up the body. They began in the early church
and continue operating today. Examples of these gifts are prophecy (proclamation), teaching, faith,
wisdom, knowledge, mercy, exhortation, giving, administration, discernment of spirits, and helps.*

Sign gifts (temporary). These gifts were not designed to edify the body, but to authenticate the
apostles’ ministry, and to evidence the inclusion of the Gentiles as equals in the church. Sign gifts
have no continuing role in the body. Examples were the gift of miracles, the gift of healing, tongues,
and interpretation of tongues.”’

ANGELS

We teach that angels were created by God for His glory. They are powerful spiritual creatures sent to
serve God’s children who inherit salvation.” Those that serve Him now are righteous and elect,
unable to fall into sin and the judgment stored up for Satan and the angels who fell with him.*”’

We teach that Satan is a created angel and the author of sin. He incurred the judgment of God by
rebelling against his Creator, by taking numerous angels with him in his fall, and by introducing sin
into the human race by his temptation of Eve.” Satan is the open and declared enemy of God and
man, the prince of this world, who has been defeated through the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ; and that he shall be eternally punished in the lake of fire.”

81 Acts 20:5-12; 1 Cor 16:1-2; Rev 1:10

82 Heb 10:23-25

83 Dan 3:15-18, 6:7—10; Matt 10:28, 22:21; Acts 5:29; Rom 13:1-7; 1 Tim 2:1-3; Titus 3:1; 1 Pet 2:13-14
8¢ Eph 4:13

851 Cor 12:11; 1 Pet 4:10-11

86 1 Cor 14:1-4

87 Acts 14:1-31; 1 Cor 14:1—4; 2 Cor 12:12; Heb 2:1—4

8 Job 38:7; Heb 1:14

891 Tim 5:21

90 Gen 3:1-15; Isa 14:12-17; Ezek 28:11-19; Matt 25:41; Rev 12:1-17

91 Isa 14:12-17; Ezek 28:11-19; Matt 4:1-11, 25:41; Rom 16:20; Rev 12:9-10, 20:10
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LAST THINGS

We teach that physical death involves no loss of our immaterial consciousness,” that there is a
separation of soul and body,” that the soul of the redeemed passes immediately into the presence of
Christ,” and that, for the redeemed, such separation will continue until the Rapture,” which initiates
the first resurrection,” when our soul and body will be reunited to be glorified forever with our
Lord.”” Until that time, the souls of the redeemed in Christ remain in joyful fellowship with our Lord
Jesus Christ.”® We teach the bodily resutrection of all men—the saved to eternal life, and the
unsaved to judgment and everlasting punishment.” The souls of the unsaved at death are kept under
punishment until the second resurrection, when the soul and the resurrected body will be united.
They shall then appear at the Great White Throne Judgment and shall be cast into hell, the lake of
fire, cut off from the life of God forever.'”

We teach the personal, bodily return of our Lord Jesus Christ before the seven-year tribulation to
translate His church from this earth and, between this event and His glorious return with His saints,
to reward believers according to their works."""

We teach that immediately following the removal of the church from the earth,'” the righteous
judgments of God will be poured out upon an unbelieving world,'” and that these judgments will be
climaxed by the return of Christ in glory to the earth.'” At that time the Old Testament and
tribulation saints will be raised, and the living will be judged."” This period includes the seventieth
week of Daniel’s prophecy.'”

We teach that after the tribulation period, Christ will come to earth to occupy the throne of David
and establish His messianic kingdom for a thousand years on the earth.'”” During this time the
resurrected saints will reign with Him over Israel and all the nations of the earth. This reign will be
preceded by the overthrow of the antichrist and the False Prophet, and by the removal of Satan
from the world."” The kingdom itself will be the fulfillment of God’s promise to Israel to restore
them to the land which they forfeited through their disobedience."” The result of their disobedience
was that Israel was temporarily set aside but will again be awakened through repentance to enter into

92 Rev 6:9—11

93 Jas 2:26

94 Luke 23:43; 2 Cor 5:8; Phil 1:23

951 Thess 4:13-17

96 Rev 20:4—6

971 Cor 15:35—44, 50-54; Phil 3:21

98 2 Cor 5:8

% Dan 12:2; John 5:29, 6:39; Rom 8:10-11, 9:23; 2 Cor 4:14; Rev 20:13-15

100 Dan 12:2; Matt 25:41-46; Luke 16:19-26; John 5:28-29; 2 Thess 1:7-9; Rev 20:13-15
101 John 14:1-3; 1 Cor 3:11-15; 15:51-53; 2 Cor 5:10; Titus 2:13; 1 Thess 4:15-18
102 John 14:1-3; 1 Thess 4:13-18

103 Jer 30:7; Dan 9:27, 12:1; 2 Thess 2:7-12; Rev 16

104 Matt 24:27-31, 25:31—46; 2 Thess 2:7-12

105 Dan 12:2-3; Rev 20:4—6

106 Dan 9:24-27; Matt 24:15-31, 25:31-46

107 Matt 25:31; Luke 1:32-33; Acts 1:10-11, 2:29-30; Rev 20:1-7

108 Ezek 37:21-28; Dan 7:17-27; Rev 19:11-16, 20:1-6

109 Deut 28:15-68; Isa 65:17-25; Ezek 37:21-28; Zech 8:1-17
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the land of blessing. This time of our Lord’s reign will be characterized by harmony, justice, peace,
righteousness, and long life.'"’

We teach that, following the release of Satan after the one thousand-year reign of Christ, Satan will
deceive the nations of the earth and gather them to battle against the saints and the beloved city
(Jerusalem), at which time Satan’s army will be devoured by fire from heaven. Following this, Satan
will be thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, whereupon Christ, who is the judge of all men,
will resurrect and judge the great and small at the Great White Throne Judgment.'"' This
resurrection of the unsaved dead to judgment will be a physical resurrection, whereupon receiving
their judgment, they will be committed to an eternal conscious punishment in the lake of fire.'

We teach that after the closing of the Millennium, the temporary release of Satan, and the judgment
of the unbelievers, the saved will enter the eternal state of glory with God, after which the elements
of this earth are to be dissolved and replaced with a new earth wherein only righteousness dwells.'"
Following this, the heavenly city will come down out of heaven and will be the dwelling place of the
saints, where they will enjoy forever fellowship with God and one another. Our Lord Jesus Christ,
having fulfilled His redemptive mission, will then deliver up the kingdom to God the Father that, in
all spheres, the triune God may reign forever and ever.'"*

110 Isa 11, 65:17-25; Ezek 36:33-38; Rev 20:2-3

111 Rev 20:4-10; Matt 25:41; John 5:22

112 John 5:28-29; Matt 25:41; Rev 20:11-15

113 Eph 5:5; 2 Thess 1:9; 2 Pet 3:10; Rev 20:7-15; Rev 21-22
114 John 17:3; Rev 21:2, 21-22; 1 Cor 15:23-28
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ENROLLMENT

Application Requirements

Applicants must profess faith in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, as their salvation from
God’s wrath against their own personal sin and guilt before God. The M.Div. is designed for
pastoral ministry, and candidates must be men who are suited for ministry. Ordination is not a
prerequisite for applying to seminary, but candidates must not be in a situation where they could not
enter the ministry in the future. In other words, applicants might not be currently qualified for
ministry (e.g., due to a lack of testing), but they must not be disqualified.

Applicants ought to largely agree with the doctrinal position of the seminary and must be
able to submit to that teaching.

Applicants must be members of a local church in good standing. See the section on
membership under “Church-Based Training Policies.”

Application Process

Applicants must download and fill out an application from the seminary website
(www.thepastorsseminary.org). The application includes a checklist of required forms and
documentation, including reference forms from the following individuals: (1) spouse, if applicable;
(2) pastor; (3) academic; and (4) employer. The pastoral reference must affirm the candidate’s
giftedness and suitability for ministry. In addition to the application, the applicant must include a
recent personal photograph, a copy of the current driver’s license or passport, and the application
fee.

Applications may be sent to the seminary by mail or submitted as an email attachment to
the secretary. Applications must be submitted by July 15 for the fall semester, and November 15 for
the spring semester. After receiving a complete application, the seminary will contact the candidate
with a response, which may include an interview.
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CHURCH-BASED TRAINING POLICIES

Church Membership

Membership in a local church is required to attend The Pastors Seminary. Since the
seminary is a ministry of Founders Baptist Church, this church-based structure is what makes The
Pastors Seminary distinct from independent seminaries. Membership in the same church as the
professors is ideal for many reasons, including practical ministry, cohesion between classroom and
church, and academic effectiveness. For students not serving at Founders, their home church will be
considered in the application process.

Teaching Requirements

The M.Div. is designed to prioritize classroom time devoted to academic tools and
studies. OT 804 and N'T 805 combine the foundation of exegesis with structured homiletical
practice. Nevertheless, the practical skills taught in classes such as homiletic labs are best developed
in the context of real ministry when sheep are fed and sinners are confronted with the
accountability. To this end, we encourage all students to seek out opportunities for teaching and
preaching in the context of their local church, and to accept those opportunities when they arise.
These will be used for evaluation and assessment in the classroom setting so that students might
grow in skill, knowledge, and wisdom for the central task of pastoral ministry.

Chapel

Weekly chapel is required. Chapel will alternate each week between preaching and
ministry forums, providing students the opportunity to interact with pastors and faculty on various
ministry issues.

Church Ministry

Each student is expected to himself in the life of the body in meaningful ways. Meeting
needs in the church is a way of life for a pastor. The typical four-year plan for finishing the M.Div.
allows for a regularly decreasing classroom load. This is intended to allow the student greater
freedom to serve in increasing capacity. How the student should serve and meet needs will no doubt
work itself out in the life of Founders Baptist Church as the pastors and elders become increasingly
familiar with the student’s character, gifting, and capacities. Enrollment in The Pastors Seminary in
no way grants a student the right to teaching opportunities or pastoral responsibilities, nor does it
serve an avenue for immediate ordination upon completion.
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ACADEMIC POLICIES

Academic Calendar, 2026—2027

Each year, orientation for new students will take place on the Saturday before classes start in
the fall. Fall Break coincides with Thanksgiving, and Spring Break coincides with Founders Christian
School.

Fall 2026
August 22 Orientation
Semester tuition due
August 24 First week of classes
September 7 Add class deadline; deadline to drop class without fees
October 5 Drop class deadline
November 23-27 Thanksgiving Break—no classes
December 16 Final day of classes
Spring 2027
January 9 Semester tuition due
January 11 First week of classes
January 25 Add class deadline; deadline to drop class without fees
February 22 Drop class deadline
March 15-19 Spring Break—no classes
May 19 Final day of classes

Classroom Attendance

Absences cannot exceed two weeks during a semester. When a class meets once a week, only
two complete absences are allowed. For partial absences, the number of hours missed cannot exceed
the number of classroom hours that occur in two weeks. For example, in a three-credit class, no
more than six hours of absences are allowed in that semester before being penalized. For each
absence beyond the two that are allowed, the final grade will be dropped an entire letter (e.g., an
earned B+ receives a C+ in the case of three absences, or a D+ in the case of four absences, etc.).

In the case of unforeseen emergencies that require more than two weeks’ absence, the
student must notify the professor or the academic dean about the extenuating circumstances. These
will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis.

While completing the M.Div., students might find ongoing ministry responsibilities that
prevent them from taking certain classes. In such cases, students may be able to take a modest
number of credits through the course recordings. Permission must be gained from the professor and
academic dean.
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Add/Drop Courses

Students can add and/or drop classes with approval from their professor until the Monday
following the second week of the semester. Payment is due upon adding, and withdrawal from a
class during this period will receive a 100% refund. Classes cannot be added after the first two weeks
of the semester. Withdrawal during weeks three to six will receive a 50% refund. After week six, no
refunds will be given. Withdrawal with a passing grade will receive a “W”” grade for the semester,
while a failing grade will be recorded on the transcript.

Grading

Students must earn a grade of C- (78%) or higher to satisfy the requirements for all required
courses. Elective credits are awarded for any passing grade (70% or higher).

A 96-100
A- 94-95
B+ 92-93
B 88-91
B- 86-87
C+ 84-85
C 80-83
C- 78-79
D+ 7677
D 72-75
D- 70-71
F 69 and below

Academic Honors

Summa Cum Laude  3.80 GPA and above
Magna Cum Laude 3.65 GPA and above
Cum Laude 3.50 GPA and above

Dress Code
Since attire reflects the relative respect and reverence for the occasion, it is important to
dress in a manner that matches the importance of formal training for the ministry. Students must

wear dress shoes or clean cowboy boots, dress pants, a collared shirt, and a tie or a blazer. Hair must
be worn conservatively and neatly groomed.

Plagiarism
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Plagiarism is the practice of taking material from someone or something that is not original
to you and using it as if it were your own content. This has become increasingly easy as digital media
brings nearly inexhaustible resources to your laptop. From the practical perspective, plagiarism is not
worth failing a paper and/or dismissal from seminary. However, this pales in compatison to the fact
that such a practice represents a breach of integrity. If a student uses Al-generated content in a
paper or sermon, the student (as an author or preacher) lacks integrity because that information is
used in a way that indicates that the material is original to the author when it is not. If a student uses
the material of other people without propetly citing the source(s), such an instance involves a lack of
integrity and theft of intellectual property. Plagiarism can be the fruit of idolatry of one’s own
reputation (wanting to appear intellectual, prompt and disciplined with your deadlines), desire to be
perceived as a scholar or an intellectual, or laziness by stealing someone’s intellectual property. The
intent to steal intellectual property is a clear instance of plagiarism. Such instances will be addressed
with the professor and academic dean.
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Course Schedule (Four-year M.Div.)

ACADEMIC POLICIES

The following schedule shows a plan for finishing the M.Div. in four years. Asterisks (¥)

indicate that a class has prerequisites.

First Year

Fall Semester Spring Semester

OT 503 Hebrew Grammar I 3 1 OT504 *Hebrew Grammar II 3

OT 501 Old Testament Studies 1 4 | OT502 *Old Testament Studies 11 4

TH 601 = Systematic Theology I 3 | TH602 *Systematic Theology I1 3

TH 505 Hermeneutics 3 | PM502 Pastoral Ministry II 1

PM 501 Pastoral Ministry I 1

Total Semester Credit Hours 1 Total Semester Credit Hours 11

Second Year

Fall Semester Spring Semester

NT 501 Greek Grammar I 3 | NT502 *Greek Grammar II 3

OT 603 *Hebrew Readings 2 | OT 605 *Hebrew Exegesis 3

NT 601 New Testament Studies I 3 | NT602 *New Testament Studies 11 3

TH 501 Church History 1 3 | TH502 *Church History I1 3

PM 601 Pastoral Ministry 111 1

Total Semester Credit Hours 1 Total Semester Credit Hours 12

Third Year

Fall Semester Spring Semester

NT 703 *Greek Readings 2 | NT 704 *Greek Exegesis 3

PM 703 Exposition and Homiletics 2 | PM705 *Marriage & Family Counseling 2

PM 605 Intro to Biblical Counseling 2 | PM701 Pastoral Ministry IV 1

TH 701 *Systematic Theology I11 3 Elective II (Hebrew) 2
Elective 1 2 Elective 111 2

Total Semester Credit Hours 1 Total Semester Credit Hours 10

Fourth Year

Fall Semester Spring Semester

OT 804 *Sermon Prep: Hebrew 2 | TH 801 *Systematic Theology IV 3

TH 803 *Apologetics & Evangelism 2 | NT 805 *Sermon Prep: Greek 2
Elective IV (Greek) 2 | TH805 *Advanced Hermeneutics 2

PM 801 Pastoral Ministry V 1 | PM 802 Pastoral Ministry VI 2

Total Semester Credit Hours 7 | Total Semester Credit Hours 9

M.Dziv. Total Credit Hours 86

2026-2027 ACADEMIC CATALOG"
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

The Pastors Seminary is able to offer quality seminary education at a reasonable cost. As a
ministry of Founders Baptist Church, the seminary shares a campus with the church. This, along
with the fact that the faculty ate also pastors and/or elders at Founders Baptist Church, keeps the

overhead for the seminary quite low.

The fees listed below should remain the same throughout the 20262027 year, but The
Pastors Seminary reserves the right to change the costs as necessary, with notice to students.

Application fee

Tuition per credit hour

Late registration fee

Payment plan (per semester)

Late payment fee (per payment)
Graduation fee
Auditing—tuition per credit hour
Transcript request
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Ovetrview

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

Course numbers contain two letters, signifying the following categories:

OoT
NT
TH
PM

Old Testament and Hebrew
New Testament and Greek
Theology and Church History
Pastoral Ministry

The first digit of the course number corresponds generally to the intended year of
seminary in which the course is scheduled to be taken:

2026-2027 ACADEMIC CATALOG"

1 Year
2" Year
3 Year
4™ Year
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Old Testament

OT 501, 502—O0I1d Testament Studies I &

II
These courses combine an
introduction with a survey of Old
Testament books. Topics include
cultural background, textual criticism
of the OT, authorship, purpose of
each book, and a survey of the
content of the OT as a whole. Four
hours each.

OT 503, 504—Hebrew Grammar I & II
These beginning Hebrew courses are
intended to take the student from the
alphabet to guided translation and a
rudimentary reading ability in the
Hebrew Scripture. Four hours each.

OT 603—Hebrew Readings
This course focuses on translating
Hebrew. It should improve the
student’s vocabulary and reading
ability. Prerequisite: OT 504. Two
hours.

OT 604—Hebrew Exegesis
This course focuses on the exegetical
foundation of the Hebrew language

for studying, preaching, and arriving at

interpretive conclusions with
confidence in the grammatical text.
Topics include syntax, lexicography,
discourse analysis, and block
diagramming. Prerequisite: OT 603
and TH 505. Three hours.

OT 751—Exegesis of Genesis
Prerequisite: OT 604. Two hours.

2026-2027 ACADEMIC CATALOG"
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OT 758—Exegesis of the Torah
Prerequisite: OT 604. Two hours.

OT 771—Exegesis of the Psalms
Prerequisite: OT 604. Two hours.

OT 775—Exegesis of Isaiah
Prerequisite: OT 604. Two hours.

OT 791—Exegesis of Malachi
Prerequisite: OT 604. Two hours.

OT 804—Sermon Preparation: Hebrew
This required course builds on the
exegetical process and connects the
study of the text with the preparation
for preaching. This class aims to equip
the student with the practical skill of
bridging exegesis to exposition while
protecting the authoritative, objective
meaning of each passage and the
subjective element of sermonic
preparation, writing, and delivery
unique to each preacher. Prerequisite:
OT 604. Two hours.

OT 809—O0I1d Testament Thesis
This independent study elective allows
the student (who must be pre-
approved by both the supervising
faculty and the academic dean) to
research an approved topic and to
write a short thesis. The thesis must
involve an issue in the Old Testament,
such as background research,
interpretive issues, exegetical projects,
or the Hebrew language. Prerequisite:
NT 704. Two hours.
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New Testament

NT 501, 502—Greek Grammar I & II

These courses start with the Greek
alphabet and end with introductory
translation. Three hours each.

NT 601, 602—New Testament Studies I &

I1

These courses combine an
introduction with a survey of New
Testament books. Topics include
cultural background, NT textual
criticism, authorship, purpose of each
book, Pauline studies, and a survey of
the content of the NT as a whole.
Three hours each.

NT 703—Greek Readings

This course focuses on translation
ability. The first half of the semester is
spent in epistles, with an introduction
to epistolary block diagramming. The
second half of the semester is spent in
narrative, with an introduction to
Greek narrative tendencies and
discourse block diagramming.
Prerequisite: NT 502. Tiwo hours.

NT 704—Greek Exegesis

This course focuses on the exegetical
foundation of the Greek language for
studying, preaching, and arriving at
interpretive conclusions with
confidence in the grammatical text.
Topics include syntax, lexicography,
discourse analysis, and block
diagramming. The class culminates in
a seminal exegetical project.
Prerequisite: NT 603 and TH 505.
Three hours.

NT 752—Exegesis of the Gospel of Mark

This course examines how Mark tells
the story of Jesus’ life, with special
attention paid to discourse analysis,
block diagramming for Greek
narrative, geographical
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marking, and literary framing.
Prerequisite: NT 604. Tiwo hours.

NT 754—Exegesis of the Gospel of John
This course examines how John tells
the story of Jesus’ life, with special
attention paid to John’s unique style,
emphasis of Jesus as Messiah,
discourse analysis, and theological
significance. Prerequisite: N'T 604. Two
hours.

NT 758—Exegesis of Romans
Prerequisite: NT 604. Tiwo hours.

NT 760—Exegesis of 1 Corinthians
Prerequisite: NT 604. Tiwo hours.

NT 761—Exegesis of 2 Corinthians
Prerequisite: NT 604. Tiwo hours.

NT 763—Exegesis of Ephesians
Prerequisite: NT 604. Tiwo hours.

NT 771—Exegesis of the Pastoral Epistles
Prerequisite: NT 604. Tiwo hours.

NT 772—Exegesis of Hebrews
Prerequisite: NT 604. Tiwo hours.

NT 805—Sermon Preparation: Greek
This required course builds on the
exegetical process and connects the
study of the text with the preparation
for preaching. This class aims to equip
the student with the practical skill of
bridging exegesis to exposition while
protecting the authoritative, objective
meaning of each passage and the
subjective element of sermonic
preparation, writing, and delivery
unique to each preacher. Prerequisite:
NT 604. Two hours.
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NT 809—New Testament Thesis
This independent study elective allows
the student (who must be pre-
approved by both the supervising
faculty and the academic dean) to
research an approved topic and to
write a short thesis. The thesis must
involve an issue in the New
Testament, such as background
research, interpretive issues, exegetical
projects, or the Greek language.
Prerequisite: NT 704. Tiwo hours.
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Theology & Church History

TH 501, 502—Church History I & II

These courses survey the history of
the church, history of doctrine,
movements within the church, and her
responses to and engagement with the
culture. Topics include historiography,
theological creeds, biography, church
movements and polemics. The first
semester generally covers the period
from Pentecost through the
Reformation period, and the second
semester surveys the period from the
Reformation until today. Three hours
each.

TH 505—Hermeneutics

This course studies the proper way to
interpret the Scripture. The meaning
of the Scripture is what was intended
by the original authors. Discovering
and practicing its meaning is essential
for life and ministry. Topics covered
include general interpretive principles,
biblical genre, literal meaning,
authorial intention, historically

accessible meaning, and the analogy of
faith. Three hours.

TH 601—Systematic Theology I

This course covers prolegomena
(including nature and method of doing
theology), epistemology (doctrine of
knowledge—including certainty and
warrant for belief), revelation (natural
and general), bibliology (Scripture),
and theology proper (the Trinity and
God’s attributes). Three hours.

TH 602—Systematic Theology II

This course covers Christology (the
person and natures of Christ), and
pneumatology (the person of the Holy
Spirit and common mistakes about the
work of the Spirit in the church
today). Prerequisite: TH 601. Three
honrs.
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TH 701—Systematic Theology III

This course covers the doctrines of
anthropology, hamartiology (study of
sin, and the doctrines of original sin
and total depravity), and soteriology
(study of salvation)—election,
regeneration, faith and repentance,
justification, sanctification, and
glorification. Prerequisite: TH 601.
Three hours.

TH 705—The Reformation

This elective affords the student an in-
depth and guided study of the
Reformation. Special attention is given
to the figures, countries, and topics of
the reformation that bear the most
direct impact on ministry in reformed
contexts. Prerequisites: TH 501, 502.
Two hours.

TH 706—The English Reformation

The elective examines the
Reformation in England and Scotland,
giving special attention to the
theological developments of this
pivotal time in the history of the
English-speaking church. Two hours.

TH 707—European Reformation Study

Tour

Walk where the reformers walked, and
see the specific locations where truth
was preached and martyrs were
burned. The study and writing for
credit take place before and after the
trip. Prerequisite: TH 502. Tiwo hours.

TH 801—Systematic Theology IV

Covers ecclesiology and eschatology.
Prerequisite: TH 601. Three hours.

TH 803—Apologetics and Evangelism

Apologetics, the defense of the faith,
is taught from a presuppositional
perspective. This course studies topics
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such as persuasion, evidences, the
effects of the fall on human reasoning,
classical apologetics and its appeal to
human reasoning. Prerequisites: TH
601, 602, and 701. Two hours.

TH 805—Advanced Hermeneutics

This course deals with the biblical
warrant for interpretation. It answers
the question “On what basis can I
know that my interpretive approach is
authorized by God?” Topics include
biblical presuppositions about
language, meaning, and interpretation;
sola Scriptura and the role of tradition;
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the issue of interpretive authority;
sensus plenior; and the New Testament
uses of the Old Testament.
Prerequisite: TH 505, and it is
preferable to take this after OT 604,
and NT 502. Two hours.

TH 809—Theological Thesis

This independent study elective allows
the student (who must be pre-
approved by both the supervising
faculty and the academic dean) to
research an approved topic and to
write a short thesis. The topic must
pertain to a specific application of
systematic theology or church history.
Prerequisite: Any required systematic
theology course covering the research
topic. Two hours.
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Pastoral Ministry

PM 500—Research & Writing
This is a mandatory, two-hour
meeting offered at the orientation for
new students. Each student must
attend this before their first class, or,
for those who start in a spring
semester, before the second semestet.
This class requires a laptop. Topics
covered include reading and indexing
for capturing the content, for writing
projects, and for preaching, as well as
formatting. Zero hours.

PM 501—Pastoral Ministry I
This course examines the biblical view
on the pastor’s call to ministry,
character, and family life. Ozne hour.

PM 502—Pastoral Ministry II
Topics include biblical leadership,
credibility, responsibility, and
accountability. Oze hour.

PM 601—Pastoral Ministry ITI
This course covers practical
ecclesiology, including baptism,
church membership, Lord’s Supper,
and church discipline. One hour.

PM 605—Introduction to Biblical

Counseling
This course applies the sufficiency of
Scripture to counseling. Topics
include the debate between biblical
counseling and the integrationist
movement (the attempt to integrate
faith with secular psychology), the
biblical process of change, the nature
of behavior, repentance,
confrontation, and speaking truth in
love. Two hours.
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PM 701—Pastoral Ministry IV
This course considers the practical
side of ecclesiology, including church
polity, the leader-among-leaders
model, and structured authority. Ozne
hour.

PM 703—Exposition and Homiletics
This course studies the preparation for
preaching and the act of delivery.
Topics of focus include getting from
meaning to significance, exegetical and
homiletical outlines, human rhetoric
and divine persuasion, and structure
of sermons. Two hours.

PM 705—Marriage & Family Counseling
This course examines the biblical roles
in marriage. Topics include premarital
counseling, communication, conflict
resolution, expectations in marriage,
and divorce and remarriage.
Prerequisite: PM 605. Two hours.

PM 801—Pastoral Ministry V
Topics include church-planting and
missions. One hour.

PM 802—Pastoral Ministry VI
Topics include candidating, desires for
ministry change, and pastoral
decision-making. Two hours.

PM 809—Pastoral Ministry Thesis
This independent study elective allows
the student (who must be pre-
approved by both the supervising
faculty and the academic dean) to
research an approved topic and to
write a short thesis. The thesis must
involve a ministry issue, or an
evaluation of a pastoral practice in
history. Prerequisite: Any course
introducing the pastoral practices
pertaining to the thesis topic. Two
hours.
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Dr. Richard Caldwell
B.A., Louisiana Baptist University; M.Div., Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary; D.Min., The Master’s Seminary

Dr. Jonathan Anderson
B.A., Moody Bible Institute; M.Div., The Master’s Seminary; Th.M.,
Ph.D., The Southern Baptist Theological Senzinary

Dr. Phillip Marshall
B.A., The Master’s College; M.Div., Westminster Theological Seminary,
Th.M., Ph.D., The Southern Baptist Theological Senzinary

Dr. Joshua Philpot
B.A., Liberty University; M.Div., Ph.D., The Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary

Dr. Paul Shirley
B.A., Clearwater Christian College; M.Div., The Expositors Seminary;
D.Min., The Master’s Seminary

Kyle Frazey
B.S., Biola University; M.Div., The Expositors Seminary; Th.M., The
Master’s Seminary (in process)
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